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Miraculous or Naive?

Filed Under (Acceptance, Activism, Advocacy, Art, Autism and Intelligence, Autism and
Learning, Autism and The Media, Communication, Development, Joy, Parenting, Politics,
Writing) by Estee on 24-05-2010

It is said that one should write something that they would like to read. In those early autism years, as I was in
that period of coalescing my arguments and thoughts about autism, I have enjoyed writing about Adam,
motherhood, and our “journey.” There is a sense of therapy to writing and that can be beneficial for many people
undergoing a similar situation. Writing can help us transcend the feeling that we are “all alone.” Yet I have the
feeling after being a few years in this, that filtering autism down to miracles and gifts as well as horrors and
tragedies has just become naïve. It’s time for all of us to up the ante (I am turning the finger towards myself
here).

There is no new take these days on writing an autism and this in and of itself seems to me that either I’ve
become over-saturated with the type of material, or I’ve simply reached a new parenting stage and where it takes
me with writing here, I am not yet sure. I have tried to post a few interesting presentations on the blog the past
couple of weeks. There are so many performances and exhibitions, and art is a segue to complex ideas often then
used and analysed also by science as much as science can influence art. Of autistic performance and exhibition,
please don’t label them as “miracles.”

I’m fatigued by references to miracles. Autistic achievement, as is discussed so often here on the blogs, is so
often referenced as gifted or miraculous. There are no miracles. There is only what we wish to believe.

We’ve noted what a detriment to the autistic community such stereotyping can be. Even if it’s true that autistic
thinking is different, and of benefit to our society in many ways, this is no reason to call it gifted or a “miracle.”
When it comes to a play, or an autistic child typing, or a group of autistic children performing for an audience,
I’m really taken aback at references to the achievements being “miracles.” However, if we are referring to all of
us as being “miracles,” I sort of get that — I get that embrace of the miraculous state we call human. Miracles
are a short-cut answer and resolution to that which is unresolvable. Try to tie it up with a convenient conclusion,
and we will all fail.

Acceptance is as acceptance does, and in all likelihood, the name is too simple while embracing everything.
“Simplicity embraces exactly the right details, the right difficulties, the right complexity,” but it also requires am
effort in learning, observing, studying and yes, striving to argue well here in this contentious autism community.
Acceptance is not simple. Autistic achievement is not a miracle, although it has been so unrecognized in human
history that it is not surprising that we have labeled it as such. This is humanity we’re talking about. It’s messy,
difficult, wonderful, full of frustration, anguish and yes, joyful.

And this may be the only miracle.
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Autistic Cognitive Strengths and The New Economy

Filed Under (Uncategorized) by Estee on 20-05-2010
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Why Disability Art is Just As Important As Any Other Kind

Filed Under (Art) by Estee on 18-05-2010

I have one big wish. It is for the use of public media (YouTube and the like) for the production of accessible art
and video installation work. I am posting a few videos here to consider. Not only is Disability Art is as important
as any “other” kind of art, it is important in various discussions about viewpoints, perspectives and issues facing
us today. And sometimes it simply stands on its own as a visual or sensory experience.

Tyler Cowen on Economics and AutismTyler Cowen on Economics and Autism
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'Tis true my form is something odd...................................'Tis true my form is something odd...................................
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LA TERRIBLE VIDA Y EL ARTE PURO DE JUDITH SCOTTLA TERRIBLE VIDA Y EL ARTE PURO DE JUDITH SCOTT

The KissThe Kiss

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVH5vl4NuO8
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The Gimp Project examines movement of dancers with disabilitiesThe Gimp Project examines movement of dancers with disabilities

Venessa Monokian's Playful Creations - ArtStreetVenessa Monokian's Playful Creations - ArtStreet
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Adam’s Favorite Song

Filed Under (Adam) by Estee on 18-05-2010

For over a month now, Adam sings this song a lot to me. It’s so ironic, isn’t it? My “little guy,” as he now calls
himself, is beginning to talk more, is in to show-and-tell, and even playing the “teacher” — asking me to answer
HIS questions (as if I didn’t already know that he is the Master and I am the student), and his voice has grown
louder when he talks as if he is saying HEAR ME, HEAR ME… HEAR ME!!! When he sings this song to me, I
imagine him thinking of how indeed when he grows older, he knows he will grow stronger.

Watch out world. Adam is coming!

Digg this post
Recommend on Facebook
share via Reddit
Tweet about it
Tell a friend

0 Comments
Read More

How To Argue

Filed Under (Advocacy) by Estee on 18-05-2010
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I’m not an expert in “how to argue,” but I’m learning. It’s never to late to learn and improve, particularly when it
comes to an advancement of how we discuss the plethora of views concerning autism. What is largely missing is
a critical analysis and an understanding by most of us how to engage in ethical debates. The following consists
only of a couple of sources found on the Internet:

The Ethical Argument:

Thinking Straight

Critical Analysis:

Deakin University
University of Sussex
Learn Out Loud (podcast)
The Open University Learning Space

Books to Consider Regarding the Art of Argument, Critical Analysis and Methodology:

A Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking: Concepts and Tools (this is a nice small guide that one can use
everyday) by Dr. Richard Paul and Dr. Linda Elder

How To Read A Paragraph: The Art of Close Reading, by Dr. Richard Paul and Dr. Linda Elder

A consideration on Setting Guidelines:

I also thought this was a good comment on setting ground rules from a site on multiculturalism and why we
might have to constantly reconsider their construction:

” Recent critical analysis of common ground rules have resulted in a collective reconsideration of their role. This
is because, too often, ground rules that are put in place, whether by an educator/facilitator or by participants,
privilege the already-privileged groups in a dialogical experience. For example, in a dialogue about race, white
participants will often support ground rules meant to keep anger out of the discussion–ground rules focused
keeping them comfortable. When we consider who is protected by ground rules like “do not express anger,” it
becomes apparent that, intentionally or not, they protect the participants representing privileged groups.

While I do not advocate dropping ground rules altogether; I do support the idea of seriously studying these
issues and the possible ramifications of ground rules that might ultimately support the status quo by providing
safety and comfort for those who, for the sake of their own learning, most desperately need to be made to feel
uncomfortable. Consider opening this conversation within your class or workshop or among colleagues and
challenge yourself to make sure that the discussions and dialogues you are setting up do not further oppress
historically oppressed people. “

http://www.esteeklar.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/amc0441l.jpg
http://www.freewebs.com/thinkingstraight/Ethics.htm
http://www.deakin.edu.au/current-students/study-support/study-skills/handouts/critical-analysis.php
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/languages/1-6-8-2-3.html
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Social-Sciences/Sociology/Introduction-to-Practical-Reasoning-and-Critical-Analysis-of-Argument-Podcast/25795
http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/mod/resource/view.pho?id=193372
http://www.criticalthinking.org/store-page.cfm?P=products&ItemID=157&catalogID=224&cateID=132
http://www.criticalthinking.org/store-page.cfm?P=products&ItemID=156&catalogID=224&cateID=132
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/groundrules.html
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/groundrules.html
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And,

From, The Way They Argue Now: “They should resist the temptation in order to cure liberal proceduralism of
potentially inhumane tendencies; after all, procedures without persons do not necessarily lead to justice.”

Please feel free to add more references in the comments section so that we can all spend some time re-visiting
the method of autism discourse.
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The Sound of the Alphabet

Filed Under (Art) by Estee on 17-05-2010

Adam isn’t the only one who has a fascination for letters. Before Adam, I’ve been very caught up in them and
have chosen works of art that play with them — Cy Twombly among many others. I find this video particularly
lovely by Paul Lansky and Grady Klein:
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Interview with Paul Collins and Jennifer Elder

Filed Under (autism) by Estee on 17-05-2010

This is an interview with Paul Collins, author of Not Even Wrong: Adventures of Autism and Jennifer Elder.
While we might shy away from citing autism as a “mystery” in that the term can alienate and separate autistic
individuals from “other humans,” I don’t think Jennifer and Paul mean it that way, necessarily.

I like Paul’s comment on Morgan’s taking in the environment as “cultural artifact.” I know of many artists and
thinkers and collectors who consider the environment similarly. While our autistic children seem to take in
information systematically again, I have to wonder if how we see autism is the way that autistic people see
themselves. Temple Grandin helps us understand this encyclopedic and visual approach to learning. We also
have learned about autism as a sensory-learning (Tito Mukhopadhyay and others) of the environment.

Enjoy the listen:

http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2010/being-autistic/

Speaking of “cultural artifacts” and the visual world, I found this really great video on the object-world done for
an artist’s porfolio. Note how the objects are lined up and the image that is then created. What then, might the
difference really be in being autistic and the visual world when so many of us are inclined visually? Is it safe to
categorize autistic people solely as visual learners? Or, as Collins and Elder suggest briefly, is autism just an
accentuation of human traits that exist in every one of us?

Click to enable Adobe Flash Player
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Visualcy

Filed Under (Autism and Intelligence, Autism and Learning, Communication,
Development) by Estee on 16-05-2010

The nice thing about art is that it is a language without words. It’s why I believe strongly that it is an important
(not nice and trite, isn’t-the-Autie-a-genius) approach to appreciating not only how autistic people may see and
develop, but of course of understanding humanity — a very broad statement, I know, but art is a way to bridge
the barriers of looking at people with neurological differences as “abnormal,” “retarded” and the like.

It is also highly ironic that I write about art and that the art world seeks so many words to critique and analyze it.
Yet, at the end of the day, we have a gut response to art before we have an intellectual one.

I was thinking about this as Adam has turned to art. This is not just peripheral observation…it goes deeper.
Adam studies all the elements of things with ferocity and concentration. He will hold any object in his hand —
even a part of an object, turn it around and study it, tap it and consider all of it’s physical properties. He may or
may not label it, as he has done since he was eleven months of age (labeling, that is), but I consider that his
sharing in this manner is simply his way of sharing with me because he has trouble with words. Yet, his
understanding goes far beyond the label.

W.J.T. Mitchell, in his essay Visual Literacy or Literary Visualcy? (excerpted from Visual Literacy edited by
James Elkins) asks how seeing is different from reading. “Even more interesting, what would happen if we
reversed the positions of tenor and vehicle in the metaphor, and treated reading as ‘tenor’ — the thing to be
explained — and vision as the vehicle that might help explain it? What would happen, in other words, if we
thought of our task as one of research and teaching in reading, based in models drawn from seeing and the visual
system?” (p.11).

It is in this vein that I believe we can begin to explain our words about autism and challenge our very basic
assumptions. For instance, consider the two drawings below. Adam, at the age of 8 has fine motor planning
difficulties. It is very hard for him to hold a pencil or crayon, but in the first drawing one can see it’s coming and
that he is trying extremely hard to express himself.

The drawing beside it, also a Lion, was executed by a same-aged “typical” peer. By contrast, one can see the
marks in this drawing made with strength and certainty whereby Adam’s drawing seems a little tentative and soft
by virtue of his motor planning difficulty. Take another look. Adam took great care and time rendering that
drawing. So much so, he even walked away, came back to reconsider it and lightly put the finishing touches
carefully on the tail several minutes after it seemed finished. It was so lightly drawn that it was difficult to
photograph. Look at the perspective and how he tries to implement it. It is not a flat drawing. He can see how the
body has several dimensions. Compare it to the “same-aged typical peer” drawing — wonderful in its own rite
but by contrast, there is, as of yet, no conception of perspective. In one drawing the earth is round, in the other,
flat.
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Adam's "Lion King"

A drawing of a lion from a same-aged "typical"
peer

It is interesting to me to watch Adam’s “visualcy” manifest. It is interesting because he does not fit into any
developmental mold. While his hand his light, he is ahead of the curve by way of his perception. One might
mistake motor-planning difficulty with Adam’s “retardation,” as it was formerly labeled. Now how dangerous is
this when we consider how to teach an autistic person? What assumptions about his intelligence are we making?
When I think of schools I get extremely nervous about moving him too slow or too fast. One simply has to SEE.

——
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Why Is Autism A “Crime?”
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Filed Under (Activism, Law) by Estee on 13-05-2010

What do Michel Foucault, who taught at the Collège de France and Edward Scissorhands have in common?
What do they both teach us in relation to how people with cognitive differences are treated by the legal system?

Foucault’s lectures from 1974-1975, compiled in the book Abnormal (Edited by Valerio Marchetti and Antonella
Salomoni), suggest that our legal system is a mechanism of exclusion. Foucault argues that the emergence of
abnormal in the nineteenth century constitutes the basis of human as: “the monster, the individual to be
corrected, and the onanist.” It was the nineteenth century that saw the system of “normal” birth in the way we
understand it today. Adolphe Quetelet established a measure of the stars that was also used as a model to create a
“statistical norm” of humans for political purposes during this period. It should not be surprising then, that this
system of “regularities” was used in medico-legal practice, and “produced a psychologico-moral double of the
legal offense [thus] creating [a model] of the ‘dangerous individual.'”

Just how do we determine who is dangerous? The question is important since people with cognitive differences
have been marginalized, feared and unjustly incarcerated. I do not think it needs rementioning that this fear
underlies, even, the many media reports about autism and the fierce quest for a cure. Foucault, further, cites legal
examples of how we exclude, judge, fear and incarcerate individuals who MAY BE a danger to society.

“The examination is that form of knowledge and power that gives rise to the ‘human sciences,’ and thus that
contributes to the constitution of the domain of the abnormal. The examination of the ‘dangerous individual,’ for
example, implied a control not primarily of what individuals did, but of what they might do. [italics mine], what
they are capable of doing. ‘Dangerousness’ meant that the individual ‘must be considered by society at the level
of his potentialities and not at the level of his acts,’ not as someone who had actually violated a law, but as
someone whose potential behavior had to be subject to control and correction.”

Foucault has also said, “Expert opinion shows how the individual already resembles his crime before he has
committed it.”

He also said in his lectures, “The first property is the power to determine, directly or indirectly, a decision of
justice that ultimately concerns a person’s freedom or detention, or, if it comes to it, life and death. So, these are
the discourses that ultimately have the power of life and death. Second property: From what does this power of
life and death derive? From the judicial system, perhaps, but these discourses also have this power by virtue of
the fact that they function as discourses of truth within the judicial system. They function as discourses of truth
because they are discourses within a scientific status or discourses expressed exclusively by qualified people
within a scientific institution. Discourses that can kill, discourses of truth, and, the third property, discourses —
you yourselves are the proof and witnesses of this — that make you laugh. And discourses of truth that provoke
laughter and have the institutional power to kill, are, after all, in a society like ours, discourses that deserve some
attention…These everyday discourses of truth that kill and provoke laughter are at the very heart of our judicial
system.”

As Foucault cites specific legal cases, it becomes clear that the least element of proof has been enough to entail
a certain element of penalty.  I do not think I need to cite specific cases in autism where autistic people are
marginalized, assumed to be dangerous, and who often are mistreated by those in law enforcement. These stories
are in the news every month. Stories of how autistic people are feared manifest in our treatment of them and the
burden of proof lies heavy upon the autistic person.

As I watched Edward Scissorhands again last night, which should be a cult film of the disability genre, I want
you to pay specific attention to the court scene and the “expert” opinion and then the group of women
perpetuating fear. As autism is diagnosed by observation only, I hope to illustrate the bias that underlies our
thinking and permeates our society and how it effects the treatment of autistic individuals not only by our formal
institutions, but as Foucault takes further, in the law:
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Put The Autism Hub Back Online

Filed Under (Advocacy, autism, Autistic Self Advocacy, Contributions to Society) by Estee
on 12-05-2010

I am really disappointed that the Autism Hub is on “hiatus.” A lot of people were referred to the Hub around the
world and it is an extremely important gathering of blogs in support of autistic people. I remember when the
Hub was started in and around 2005 by Kevin Leitch and what an undertaking that was. The Hub, since, has
been explored at universities world-wide and on television.

My vote is to get it back online as quickly as possible. How can we help to do that?
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What Do Autism Mom’s Need On Mother’s Day?

Filed Under (Acceptance, Family) by Estee on 08-05-2010

I was doing a little mother’s day research this evening. When I saw Sophie, I was really happy. I was happy
because I know Adam thanks me for all of these things that I do every day and I do not need him to say it just
because it’s Mother’s Day. I can see his appreciation everyday when he sees me, grabs my face to look at me,
when he snuggles with me, when he jumps into my bed, when he comes to me when he’s sad for comfort. We
have the same connection.

All I need is this, and Adam needs my unconditional love.

It’s great being an autism mom, as it is any other kind. Happy Mother’s Day to all the autism mothers and
grandmothers today.
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The Meaning of Sound

Filed Under (Sensory Differences) by Estee on 05-05-2010
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We naturally wish to describe and understand a perception that seems foreign to many of us. As a parent to an
autistic person this means a lot to me — attempting to understand Adam’s perception. Autism “experts” write
prolifically on describing what autistic behaviours “mean” and these behaviours, observed by non autistic
people, get interpreted and become at best, anemic descriptions of a kind of human experience. Autistic people
do better at such descriptions, for obvious reasons. Yet so often, words fail.

I thought I’d post this video by musician John Cage as it provokes some thought on trying to describe the
meaning of sound, that which is sensory and pleasurable, and for some autistic people, painful. As we know that
so much of autistic experience is sensory, it got me thinking about the sensory experience — how life (that is,
our “sensory life” ) is experienced differently by some and how others who do not understand human difference
might attempt to explain inadequately.

Cage goes on to say that sound has no meaning — it just is. I thought this video was not only interesting for the
purposes of thinking about perception, but also how we experience and attempt to describe autistic people. For
me anyway, I felt some intersections when watching this and it in many ways reminded me of the In My
Language video made several years ago by Amanda Baggs (which for convenience in case new readers have
not viewed it, I have placed after the John Cage video):

John Cage about silenceJohn Cage about silence
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An Exceptional Path: An Ethnographic Narrative Reflecting on
Autistic Parenthood from Evolutionary, Cultural, and Spiritual
Perspectives

Filed Under (Acceptance, autism, Autistic Self Advocacy, Parenting, Sensory Differences)
by Estee on 04-05-2010

Thanks to a friend who passed along this paper (titled above) by Dawn Eddings Prince (formerly known as
Dawn Prince Hughes) published in ETHOS. It is an endearing story of a mother with Aspergers to her autistic
son.

Unlike Dawn, I am not a woman with Aspergers nor a primate anthropologist who has garnered much of what
she has learned about humanity through primates. If you have not read her book, Songs of A Gorilla Nation it is
a must-read. It has left its imprint upon me for years now. No, I am a mother of an autistic child, similar but not
just like, her child, relating to my son in unexpected ways, finding my points of context from art and my own
awkward experiences growing up — trying to overlay those in helping me understand Adam’s path. My stress
has mainly come from outsiders who have put the pressure on us to change and be something other than what we
are. I am glad to understand this stress and pressure in order to better help Adam chart his course.

From the time I began The Joy of Autism blog — and been downright attacked for it when it first started in
2005 (see right margin for the archive) — I was incapable of viewing Adam as that “blight” and “burden” that

In My LanguageIn My Language
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autistics were named. Everything Adam did was a downright miracle to me. Today, Adam — a kind, affable,
giggly boy, has developed a curiousity and way of learning that never ceases to expand my own world and way
of seeing things. Like Dawn’s son, however, Adam is changing, developing tics. He is growing into a world that
he is beginning to understand in ways that I knew (and feared) he would. One could say it happens to all parents.
Yet Dawn’s essay, however, cites a few exceptionalities to the growth.

People fear each other. The flavor of distance seems to me to be how a community organizes itself. The codes of
distance constitute the law—for the living and the dead, so people close the lid on the toilet when they sit down
to talk to someone else in the bathroom, signaling that they don’t intend to dominantly mark their territory in the
midst of the other; and men can’t pick up and hold a crying child who is a stranger. This is why people always
smile and say hello more often when they are on a trail in the forest, far from help, than when they are on a city
street.

Unfortunately, the chief danger and distance he was learning is that people can tell you that what you are isn’t
what you should be. I knew that the children at school were teasing him for talking to plants and bugs and rocks.
His teacher told us he had a learning disability and had some attention deficit problems. He was starting to not
be able to sleep at night and had anxiety attacks. Where he had always been an easy child he started to throw
himself to the floor and scream over the smallest challenges. He started to be unable to go to restaurants
because the lights hurt his eyes and the normal noise of conversation hurt his ears—he would cover them with
his hands and rock, trying to get under the table. He developed strict routines and would fall apart if something
unexpected happened. He started to develop tics. He was becoming contextually autistic.

This essay is beautifully written. Remembering Teryk, her son, playing in the prototype sensory room set up at
The Sheraton Hotel in Toronto, where I introduced myself to Dawn and received such a warm hug from her, I
feel we share a bond beyond that introduction by way of this piece on the special privilege of raising an autistic
child. It is the bond of easing ourselves into the world as both autistic people and as their parents amidst the
deluge of questions, quandaries and challenges that continue to face our children all the while loving them and
getting them for who they are. And who better than Dawn?
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Expression for Every Ability

Filed Under (Art) by Estee on 03-05-2010

As I return to one of my passions these days which is dance (these days Tango, specifically), I think about all the
different forms of expression. I have been teaching Adam some creative movement this year which he also very
much enjoys.

Watch these wheelchair dance videos:
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This is a video poetry piece by Petra Kuppers and Lakshmi Fjord :

Full Radius Dance: Full Radius Dance: Excerpts from "Passione"Excerpts from "Passione"

Wheelchair Dancing: Dancing with the MOTTEP SWheelchair Dancing: Dancing with the MOTTEP S……

http://www-personal.umich.edu/~petra/petra.htm
http://www.medanthro.net/directory/entry.asp?ID=351
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZeD8jTptbBs
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBDMSphX_2Zs1rE2O6RIGhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibfduPiqI2k
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJZggjTvzoSIhDCmhcM5J3w
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I hope to encourage more work like this by autistic people specifically by posting this. It is what I will be
working on as I re-invent The Autism Acceptance Project’s website this year.
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Living Without Question

Filed Under (Acceptance, Activism, Advocacy, Discrimination) by Estee on 27-04-2010

At Toronto’s Sick Children’s Hospital, we got Adam’s EEG done today, I’m relieved to report. Adam, Grandma
and I went together and I’m glad we shall get some information after the few months we’ve had (see previous
posts on body jerks/spasms). I’m too tired to write too much at the moment — the sedative was so strong I could
not leave Adam’s side all day — but, I do have to say that I get asked a lot of questions about autism when I go
to Sick Kids. As I try to soothe my son from a stinging needle in his muscle, I get asked

When was he diagnosed?
How did you know?
How did it look?
Was he detached from you from birth?
Did he line his toys up?

Yada yada.
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Please don’t get me wrong. I do not mind answering questions, but I also need to attend to my son. I suppose I
should say I do not mind in the appropriate context. I would rather come in and answer any question on another
day rather than be asked with Adam listening as if he’s not in the room. Indeed, I did mention something as
politely as I could.

It’s a bit of an issue for us parents and for autistic people, this having to answer all of these questions all of the
time. Yes, I mean every time we step out the door. Yet others have to understand that part of our willingness to
answer such questions is also an attempt to be able to move on in our lives without having to explain ourselves
— “us” being parents of autistic people or autistic people themselves.

Sometimes I wonder how far we’ve come in autism “advocacy” — if we are doing more harm than good. If
people were not classified in the first place, if a statistical norm was never invented (indeed it was in the
nineteenth century by the medical and legal communities in order to deem who might be dangerous in society —
all based on possibility, not on facts…read Foucault), if autism and autistic people were not as targetted in the
media as “abnormal,” if we were truly a more accepting society of all forms of human, we might not have to live
our lives constantly having to answer how we exist and how we came to be.

Isn’t this what we’re aiming for — to live without question?
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ESTÉE KLAR 

I’m a PhD candidate at York University, Critical Disability Studies, with a multi-disciplinary
background in the arts as a curator and writer. I am the Founder of The Autism Acceptance Project
(www.taaproject.com), and an enamoured mother of my only son who lives with the autism label. I
like to write about our journey, critical issues regarding autism in the area of human rights, law,
and social justice, as well as reflexive practices in (auto)ethnographic writing about autism.

Categories

ABA
Ableism
Abuse
Academia
Acceptance
Accessibility
Activism
Adam
Advocacy
Aides and Assistants
Anxiety
Art
autism
Autism and Employment
Autism and Intelligence
Autism and Learning
Autism and The Media
Autism and Vaccines
Autism History
Autism Spectrum and Diagnosis
Autism Theories
Autistic Self Advocacy
Behaviours
Book Reviews
Books
Capital
Celebrity Advocacy
Charity
Children's Literature

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyL-RnYjKWU&feature=channel_page
http://www.taaproject.com/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/aba/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/ableism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/abuse/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/academia/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/acceptance/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/accessibility/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/activism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/adam/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/aides-and-assistants/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/anxiety/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/art/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-intelligence/autism-and-employment/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-intelligence/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-learning/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-the-media/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-vaccines/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-history/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-intelligence/autism-spectrum-and-diagnosis/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/autism-theories/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autistic-self-advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/behaviours/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/critical-disability-studies/book-reviews/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/books/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/capital/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/celebrity-advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/charity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/childrens-literature/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 19 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/19/ 22/27

Communication
Community
Computing/iPad
Contributions to Society
Creative Non Fiction
Critical Disability Studies
Critical Disability Theory
Development
Disability Finances/Benefits
Disability History
Discrimination
Diversity
DSM V
Education
Employment
Estee
Ethics
Eugenics
EVENTS
Family
Film
Friendship
Government Services
Holidays
Human Rights
Humour
Identity
Inclusion
Inspiration
Institutionalization
Institutions
Intelligence
Joy
Language
Law
Living
Love
Media
Medications
Movement Difference
Movement Disturbance
NEugenics
Newgenics
Obsessions
Organizations/Events
Parenting
Pharma
Pity
Play
Poetry
Policy
Politics
Research
Safety

http://www.esteeklar.com/category/communication/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/community/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/computingipad/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/contributions-to-society/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/my-creative-non-fiction/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/critical-disability-studies/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/critical-disability-theory/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/development/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/disability-financesbenefits/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/disability-history/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/discrimination/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/diversity-2/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/dsm-v/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/education/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/employment/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/estee/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/ethics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/eugenics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/events/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/family/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/film/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/friendship/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/government-services/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/holidays/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/human-rights/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/humour/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/identity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/inclusion/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/acceptance/inspiration/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/institutionalization/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/institutions/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/intelligence/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/joy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/language/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/law/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/living/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/love/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/media/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/medications/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/movement-difference/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/movement-disturbance/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/neugenics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/newgenics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/obsessions/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/organizationsevents/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/parenting/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/pharma/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/pity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/play/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/poetry/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/policy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/politics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/research/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/safety/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 19 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/19/ 23/27

school
Science
seizures
Sensory Differences
Single Parenthood
Sleep
Spectrumism
Synesthesia
Technology
The Autism Acceptance Project
The Autism Genome Project
The Economy of Pity
The Joy Of Autism
Tics
To Get To The Other Side
Transitions
Travel
Uncategorized
Universal Design
Wandering
Websites
What is Disability?
Writing

Archives

February 2017
April 2016
July 2015
April 2015
February 2015
January 2015
December 2014
November 2014
October 2014
September 2014
July 2014
June 2014
April 2014
March 2014
January 2014
December 2013
November 2013
October 2013
September 2013
August 2013
July 2013
June 2013
May 2013
April 2013
March 2013
February 2013
January 2013

http://www.esteeklar.com/category/school/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/science/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/seizures/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/sensory-differences/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/single-parenthood/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/sleep/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/spectrumism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/synesthesia/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/technology/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-autism-acceptance-project/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-autism-genome-project/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-economy-of-pity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-joy-of-autism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/tics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/to-get-to-the-other-side/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/transitions/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/travel/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/uncategorized/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/universal-design/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/wandering/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-the-media/websites/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/what-is-disability/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2017/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2016/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/01/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 19 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/19/ 24/27

December 2012
November 2012
October 2012
September 2012
August 2012
July 2012
June 2012
May 2012
April 2012
March 2012
February 2012
January 2012
December 2011
November 2011
September 2011
August 2011
July 2011
June 2011
May 2011
April 2011
March 2011
February 2011
January 2011
December 2010
November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010
June 2010
May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
February 2010
January 2010
December 2009
November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
April 2009
March 2009
February 2009
January 2009
December 2008
November 2008
October 2008

Tags

http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2008/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2008/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2008/10/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 19 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/19/ 25/27

(Dis) abilities Adam Anxiety Asperger Square 8 autism Autism and Employment autism research Autism Websites Autistic Self
Advocacy Behaviours Communication diversity Inclusion Joy Law personhood Policy school
The Autism Genome Project

Blog Tools

Log in
Entries RSS
Comments RSS
WordPress.org

          

Podcast

      Autism Podcast

Blog Archive

The Joy of Autism:
because finding joy doesn't come without struggle; 
because the point is to find it; 
because if an autistic person calls autism their way of being, not an illness, then it is; 
because every human has value and is a joy; 
because despite inhumane acts, I believe in humanity; 
but most of all, because of my son Adam.

      

Contributing Blogger

      dsq parent and sibling roundtable

http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/dis-abilities/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/adam/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/anxiety/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/asperger-square-8/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism-and-employment/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism-research/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism-websites/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autistic-self-advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/behaviours/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/communication/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/diversity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/inclusion/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/joy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/law/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/personhood/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/policy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/school/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/the-autism-genome-project/
http://www.esteeklar.com/wp-login.php
http://www.esteeklar.com/feed/
http://www.esteeklar.com/comments/feed/
https://wordpress.org/
http://autismpodcast.blogspot.com/2007/02/episode-55-estee-klar-wolfond-of-autism.html
http://www.esteeklar.com/files/The_Joy_of_Autism.pdf
http://dsqparents.blogspot.com/?zx=b995ea889934a033


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 19 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/19/ 26/27

           

           

           

NetworkedBlogs
Blog:
The Joy of Autism 2
Topics:
autism, acceptance,
critical disability
studies
 

Join my network

          

           

           

50 Learning Disability Blogs    

          TapToTalk 

           

           

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=516086217&ref=profile
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=4991514843
http://wwww.twitter.com/EsteeKlar
http://www.facebook.com/apps/application.php?id=9953271133
http://www.networkedblogs.com/blog/the_joy_of_autism_2/
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/autism
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/acceptance
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/critical+disability+studies
http://www.networkedblogs.com/blog/the_joy_of_autism_2/?ahash=58d39b6834fb5a789d9d4c32b6493ad6
http://www.topblogs.ca/index.php?a=search&q=Estee+Klar
http://www.topblogs.ca/index.php?method=pv&cat=&start=476
http://www.zencollegelife.com/50-best-learning-disability-blogs/
http://www.taptotalk.com/
http://www.autism-hub.co.uk/index.php
http://www.taaproject.com/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 19 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/19/ 27/27

           

           

          

Website Design by AskGraphics.com | Business Web Hosting | Best website Hosting | beer
© All Rights Reserved. Estée Klar
 

Copyright 2019 © Estée Klar. All Rights Reserved. Web Design By: Insight Design & Commnunications. 
Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS).

 

http://www.autism-hub.co.uk/autism-speaks-dont-speak-for-me/index.php
http://www.therword.org/
http://www.esteeklar.com/feed/
http://www.copyscape.com/plagiarism-detection/
http://www.askgraphics.com/
http://www.businesshostingsearch.com/
http://www.bestwebsitehosting.com/
http://www.worldbeerdirectory.com/
http://www.esteeklar.com/
http://www.insightdesign.ca/
http://www.esteeklar.com/feed/
http://www.esteeklar.com/comments/feed/

