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Autistic Wandering and the DSM

Filed Under (Activism, autism, Autism Spectrum and Diagnosis, Discrimination) by Estee
on 04-04-2011

Recently, the CDC proposed a separate criteria for wandering in autism. You can find the PDF here. I have
received permission from the Autism National Committee (AUTCOM) to make this letter available to readers in
response to the proposal:

Dear Ms. Pickett:

We are writing as a coalition of organizations representing a wide variety of different constituents in the
disabilities field. We include organizations run by people with disabilities as well as those run by parents, other
family members, professionals, providers and many others. Our coalition also includes groups representing a
wide array of different kinds of disability categories, including developmental disabilities, mental health
conditions, physical disabilities and sensory disabilities. We are writing to express our profound concern about
the proposed ICD-9-CM code for wandering discussed at the last meeting of the ICD Coordination and
Maintenance Committee on March 9th-10th.

While wandering behavior leading to injury and death represents an important and legitimate safety issue for the
disability community, we are concerned that the proposal put forward by CDC’s National Center for Birth
Defects and Developmental Disabilities (NCBDDD) is not rooted in high quality research and has significant
potential unintended consequences for people with disabilities and family members. We encourage the National
Center for Health Statistics to reject an ICD-9-CM coding for wandering behavior as ill-advised and
inappropriate.

First, a code for wandering behavior could limit the self-determination rights of adults with disabilities. The
wandering coding has no clear operational definition and thus no limits to its application. The proposal makes no
distinction between wandering behavior that would qualify for the coding and a rational and willful effort by an
individual with a disability to remove oneself from a dangerous or uncomfortable situation. For individuals with
significant communication challenges, attempting to leave a situation may be one of the only ways of
communicating abuse, a sensorily overwhelming situation or simple boredom. We are concerned that if this
coding enters the ICD-9-CM such attempts at communication will be disregarded as medical symptoms.

Second, a code for wandering behavior could lead to serious unintended consequences in professional practice
for schools and residential service-provision settings for adults with disabilities. Restraint and seclusion in
schools and in residential service-provision settings is already a persistent problem. The application of this
coding may result in increased restraint and seclusion as a way of preventing wandering behavior, supplanting
required active support, person-centered planning and appropriate supervision. In addition, we are concerned
that this coding may enable other forms of overly restrictive interventions and settings. For example, individuals
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with disabilities who are labeled with a wandering coding may be less likely to be included in the general
education classroom, more likely to be placed in large group homes or institutions and more likely to experience
chemical restraint. Each of these issues already represents a critical problem for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities that this coding may exacerbate. For example, while only 18% of adults on the autism
spectrum receiving developmental disability services have a diagnosis of mental illness, 41% of such individuals
are receiving psychotropic medications, suggesting a high incidence of chemical restraint.

Third, the proposed ICD-9-CM code for wandering behavior lacks research support and is not based on evidence
or a controlled examination of the issues involved. No research exists to look at wandering as a medical rather
than behavioral issue. The research which CDC relies on to make the case for this coding is weak. For example,
one of the statistics that CDC cites (that 92% of families of children on the autism spectrum report at least one or
more incidents of wandering) comes not from a high quality research study, but instead from an online poll on
the website of an advocacy organization. This is not in line with the high standards for research and evidence
that CDC’s bases its other decision-making on.

While we respect the good intentions behind the creation of this coding, we firmly believe that there are other
ways of accomplishing the positive objectives of this coding without placing people with disabilities and our
families at risk of the same unintended consequences. Other methods of data collection around wandering can
and are being pursued by both public and private funders. In addition, a wide variety of human services and
educational approaches hold significant promise in addressing the issue of dangerous wandering behavior
outside of a medical context. As a result, we strongly urge you to reconsider and reject the proposed ICD-9-CM
coding for wandering behavior.

Regards,
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA)
National Association of State Directors of Developmental Disability Services (NASDDDS)
TASH

If you wish to respond, please contact AUTCOM or circulate this letter.

Digg this post
Recommend on Facebook
share via Reddit
Tweet about it
Tell a friend

0 Comments
Read More

Michelle Dawson in More Magazine

Filed Under (Advocacy, autism, Autism and The Media) by Estee on 04-04-2011

More Magazine is a Canadian magazine that “celebrates women over 40.” I eagerly sought the April 2011 issue
as I knew that Kim Pittaway, who did this article also about Adam and myself, also wrote an article about
Michelle. I learned during the interview process that unlike most reporters I had been dealing with the past few
years, Kim had been spending a lot of time with autistic people.

I met Michelle in 2006 during the Joy of Autism: Redefining Ability and Quality of Life event I organized. We
spoke and I also sought advice from her about the very title of the event, to what autism advocacy from might
look like in order to be fair to autistic people. It wasn’t all easy for me in those early days in trying to understand
what “advocacy” could be. We all want to “help,” and as a parent with a young autistic child, I wanted my son to
be accepted and understood. It was easy to get confused with the fundraising models to which I became
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accustomed; before I bore a child with a disability. I learned from Michelle who helped me at the time, to use the
following words when I founded The Autism Acceptance Project whose mission became “to help autistics
contribute to society as autistic people.” The words continue to resonate in Canada where we still seek to change
the autistic person.

Autism advocacy, for the most part, fails. It has failed because it relies on pity models — poor person with fill in
blank. I’m sure they don’t want to be like that. I’m sure they want to be cured; to be normal. So glad I’m not like
him/her. I should give money to help that horrible circumstance. Not to be too cynical here, but study the
Disability Rights Movement over the years and one will learn why the whole way we look at disability, autism
and how we raise awareness must change. Pity models don’t support people to get what they need in order to
become active members of our communities. They suggest that people have to be normalized in order to do so.

Bringing Michelle, Laurent Mottron and Morton Ann Gernsbacher, to speak about the short-comings of ABA
and the science to support autistic intelligence at the event in Toronto came with a price tag. We received a lot of
nasty letters. I learned afterwards that many ABA advocates actively boycotted the event. Yet, I learned, and
continue to learn, so much from Michelle and individuals like her. As a fellow woman I admire her intelligence
and tenacity in a world where it’s easier to just get along rather than actively push for truth in order to fairly
support autistic individuals. As a mother of an autistic son, I am grateful for her work.

A quote from Michelle in More Magazine:

I became involved in [the Auton case — when a group of parents fought the BC government to pay
for ABA treatment and Michelle intervened] becuase the false and unethical claims and practices by
both sides had a drastic effect on the well-being of autistics in Canada,” says Dawson. “I intervened
as one such autistic, who had lived the consequences and would continue to live the consequences.

I was an early autism parent, that is, Adam was not even two years old when I began reading Michelle’s work at
No Autistics Allowed, when my emotions ran high and every parent of an autistic child at the time urged me to
enrol Adam in ABA (early intervention behavioural therapy) as soon as possible — before it was “too late.” Or
else, they said, he would be doomed to a life with autism.

Well here we are and Adam is about to turn nine. I don’t feel we are doomed, even if we have special needs.

Michelle’s work along with Dr. Mottron’s continues to be a part of my journey as Adam’s mother. If you are
interested in doing the same, here are some websites to follow:

No Autistics Allowed
The Autism Crisis
Michelle Dawson’s QT Board
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Telling The Truth
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Toronto weather is undecided. Yesterday the city was teased by sunshine and the smell of defrosting earth. When
I awoke this morning, a film of white covered by backyard. It was like that ( I was away) last week. March 22nd
was delightful, I was told. A real spring. The tulips were sprouting. The following day my girlfriend sent me a
picture on my phone –Toronto was having another snowstorm. Schizoid weather makes it difficult to plan
whether or not I should uncover the backyard furniture and start putting out the planting pots, but that’s the kind
of city I live in.

My house is crying throughout it all. There is a big leak in the brick wall out front. The walls are buckling and
water drips out of the brick like tears. I have a patio that is over my garage. It’s too narrow to be a real patio —
it’s more like an awning — and the drainage is bad. My gut wrenches wondering if I have to tear down a whole
wall and put an iron fence up instead. I ache over the possible expense. I’m hoping that I, and my wall, can
survive the thaw with a cheaper remedy.

Like the weather, I’m undecided about my writing. One day I want to just write about experience and let it rip.
I’m currently in love with memoir. I want to write about disability memoir as I’m writing my own. My mother
approached me yesterday about my Italian dream blog post: “I’m a little worried about your blog writing,” she
said, carefully searching my face. “What if someone gets mad at you?” Our previous laughter stopped cold.

“Mom,” I said as I put my glass of water gently down on my cracked counter-top. “People have already been
mad at me. I just can’t stop writing. If I do, I won’t be able to breathe.” I realized what I said was true — not just
some dramatic statement for the sake of winning a point. If I have talent or not, it’s beside the point. I need to
write, and I get enough emails from readers to at least support me and keep going. I’m not ashamed to say that I
gobble this feedback like a starving person — so grateful for it…thank you. Writing is lonely.

Her comment, though, made me briefly think of not writing at all. My stomach tightened and I grew anxious.
I’ve been writing since grade five, when my five-foot feminist teacher believed it was in me to write. When I
was a teenager, I spent nights sitting on my bed with the dim bed-side table-lamp writing reams of pages to a
girlfriend who lived abroad — mostly about boys. When I’m alone, still, I’m always writing in notebooks,
mainly on my bed before Adam wakes. I write in them every morning. Is this what makes me a writer? It’s such
an odd self-ascribed title. Yes, I’ve been published a few times, but every piece of writing is like starting a new
venture.

Writing about myself and my life is like digging in my garden and showing you the dirt as well as the flowers. It
can be unnerving as I try so hard not to cringe at that dirty feeling on my hands. Sometimes I have doubts. They
are probably good doubts when figuring out how to represent others fairly as well as myself. All characters, in
fiction and non fiction, are complicated.

Wason Choy, a Canadian writer once said in a class I attended, that everyone who comes into contact with a
writer should know that they are somehow going to be a part of our story. He didn’t say it quite like that, but
Wason has written a lot about his Chinese-Canadian family. In the New York Writer’s Workshop’s The Portable
MFA in Creative Writing, it says the following about memoir in “Why You Should Write About Your Unhappy
Family”:

One of the most common excuses for people not writing the book they want to write — usually
involving their family — is that it would hurt someone. Writing a book always hurts someone —
preeminently the writer, who grows poorer and more alienated. And banging the head on the desk
and devouring the contents of the refrigerator don’t do a lot for self-esteem. Writing is hard work,
and we always want to avoid it unless it’s absolutely necessary. Obviously though, you need to
apply common sense and a sense of empathy.

There are many choices a writer must decide along the way. I guess today I’m banging my head on my desk and
isolate myself, yet again, in a 10×10 room with this computer. It’s raining outside now and my wall is bawling.
The work continues.
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Wanted: Bibliohome

Filed Under (Estee) by Estee on 29-03-2011

I want a proper home for my books. I collect a lot of books and I’m already wondering how to place them. I
fight against my need for clean space and then cluttering it up again with more.

I want this:

It’s in Costa Rica. Ah well, I’ll keep working on it. Maybe I’ll come up with some good design so my books and
I can all live in peace.
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Travelling

Filed Under (Parenting, Transitions, Travel) by Estee on 29-03-2011

I went to Bequia for March Break. It was my turn to take a vacation as Adam’s dad had him over the holiday.
The island is in St. Vincent in the Grenadines and is really remote. I enjoyed every second of it.

As a single mom, I have a life with Adam and a life without. We are building a new life over the crumbled
mortar of the last one, and often, that makes for beautiful design.
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One realization I had after so much stress is that it is more important to be a happy parent of our children. Not
only do I have to run Adam’s programs and team, but I think he’ll remember most the times when I was quiet
with him on his bed reading books together, or we made jokes and laughed together. When I’m relaxed and
fulfilled in my life, I find I have much more to give to Adam.

So I travel when Adam is with his dad, almost guilt-free. I sure do miss Adam when I’m away, but I also love
being on my own again too. I also want to travel with Adam as part of my plan for writing and for building our
family life. I need to travel to get new ideas and see life differently, and I believe children benefit too. I know
that many parents hesitate traveling afar with their autistic children, and you can count me in. I’m worried about
the flight, delays. A good plan is in the making.

Changing environments seems at odds for the autistic child who seems to need routine. Yet, Adam has also
enjoys changes in environment. He tends to talk more when there is a change. So it’s a bit of a paradox. It’s the
accommodations that bother him for the first few days which I have to think about in advance. I am trying to
figure out how to make him feel more at ease when he’s in other people’s houses or when we are in hotels.

My idea? I’m thinking of renting a place in Europe that we can treat as our home base, invite friends, and take
day trips. This is what I imagine:

I rent that villa in Italy I always dreamed of and bring Adam with me. We walk the Palazzo in Firenze, eating
fast-melting gelato on a hot Italian day as hundreds of pigeons scatter, the quick flutter of their wings providing
a light breeze against our glistening skin. Adam gleefully watches their flapping wings in unison.

We find a cafe off the main square at noon, the cathedral bells asking us to rest. He loves the spicy salami
sweating in the yellow ochre sunlight and gathers whole pieces in his hands to take a bite. The ripe plum
tomatoes burst in our mouths. As we lean back in our chairs content, the sound of footsteps and voices swell and
dim as stylish men and women pass by easily on uneven cobblestones. I order a cappuccino and Adam eagerly
spoons off the foam. Then, we walk across the square to the Uffizi and oogle the Birth of Venus and her flowing
blonde hair. The long corridor leads to the next room, our feet echoing along. Children’s voices whine to go
home or to the bathroom in foreign languages and parents say shoosh. I tilt my head sweetly at Fra Fillipo
Lippi’s Madonna with Child and Angels. Then, I crouch down, and give my own growing angel a kiss. 

Every reality begins with a dream. I have many and they all, even when I’m on my own, include Adam.
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Wretches and Jabberers Coming to Toronto April 9

Filed Under (Acceptance, Activism, Inspiration) by Estee on 24-03-2011

Hope to see you there, April 9th in Toronto!
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the fukushima 50

Filed Under (Inspiration) by Estee on 16-03-2011

I woke to Peter Armstrong from CBC News reporting on the radiation surge at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant in Japan. What a disaster of proportions only imagined by me, as I watch images of towns
completely destroyed by water. On the television screen the water appears to roll in calmly. Then, as houses are
torn from their foundations and begin crashing into others, I get a sense of what this image, in real time, may
feel and sound like.

The ruin in Japan is almost unbelievable; this country which prepared itself, by code, for such a natural disaster.
Yet, parts could not hold. I began to think about the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, where friends stayed in Sri
Lanka and told me their story of how the water surged to their hotel. My boyfriend flew there the following day.
He showed me pictures of the ruin, recounting the despondent men searching along the beach for their missing
wives and children.

A group of Sri Lankan women posed for him despite the atrophy. All bunched together as if for a Facebook
party photo, their teeth and eyes gleamed. I couldn’t tell from a picture if they were just happy to be alive, or
happy to be in a photo taken by a Westerner. Even that simple act brought happiness. Or was their happiness
innate?

Which brings me to the Fukushima 50 — those employees of the nuclear power plant in Japan. They were left at
the plant to assess damage and cool the reactors with seawater to avert a possible meltdown. It’s not going well.
Still, they remain to try and avert a disaster — to protect others. These fifty or so men will die. Their exposure to
the radiation will be too much.

Fifty men. A group of smiling women on a ravaged beach captured in a photo. Bravery and human spirit are
remarkable gifts.

Bless them all.
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With a glimpse of early March sun, I got an itch. I can’t stop myself from setting the date to open the pool, to
think about the gardening I want to do this year, and to imagine where Adam and I will be a few years from now.
I am imagining his, ours, and my future.

Next week is my birthday. I foraged through old photos of myself that I thought were taken as they say, “just
yesterday,” only to realize that some of them were taken ten years ago. Adam will be nine years old this year. In
the flurry of major life-transitions, I haven’t really realized how fast the time has gone. Going into my third year
of single motherhood, possibilities are just beginning to dawn on me.

I have to acknowledge the writer gals who have kept me company along the way. When author of Falling Apart
In One Piece, Stacy Morrison, said it took her five years to feel like herself again, I am now beginning to
understand. Elizabeth Gilbert, whose quote from Eat Pray Love was included in the movie said, “Ruin is gift.
Ruin is the road to transformation.” I can begin to see that too. I know the book was popular and I’m not
supposed to like it, but like millions of women, I did. I love memoir and it was well written. I often pay my quiet
homage next to the glow of night light to Joan Didion, Virginia Woolf, Louise De Salvo, among many others.

Richard, another student from my writing class said to me that we don’t “heal” from the events or people that
wound us, yet we can make it become part of us. We are both divorced and his words were well-timed. We can’t
expect to abandon pain completely, but we can learn and grow from it. We can become something different.

Beauty isn’t in perfection. It’s the potential we can see among the ruin. I imagine myself like spring itself — me,
Estee, the one born on the cusp of spring, on an early Monday morning in a soft and gentle rain — nurturing the
earth to sprout again. I am grateful for the circle of time and that spring has returned.

So have I.
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For The Love of Letters, Lists and Other Things

Filed Under (Art, autism, Autism and Intelligence, Autism and Learning, Development,
Obsessions) by Estee on 10-03-2011
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I love letters. I’ve loved typeface since I was a child,
remembering picking up my mother’s collection of old brown volumes of Encyclopedia Brittanica. I admired the
letters, words and sentences before I could read them. Around the age of four, I tried to write letters of the
alphabet by sounding them out. I was proud as I showed my mother warbled symbols drawn with red crayon. I
don’t know if I wrote all the letters correctly, but I yearned to read… and write. 

These days I’m still attracted to typeface and letters, am a big fan of Cy Twombly and the artist, Agata
Ostrowska (a printmaker whose work I’ve posted at the beginning here), and others who incorporate text into
their work. It’s an “obsessive interest,” I guess you could say. I love the way one word can have one meaning
when it stands alone, but when placed beside another, can connote something different.

Long after my “obsession” was contently embedded, I gave birth to an autistic child who also loves letters and
read them by 11 months of age. I revelled in his ability while many others told me to be on alert — that Adam,
with “hyperlexia,” meant that he would be able to decode words and letters, but his reading skills would still
suffer later on — when he had to read phonetically and comprehend.

Yet, the other day, while sitting on his bedroom floor in the twilight,  I pulled out some pictures and words that I
thought were completely unfamiliar. It seemed no-brainer to him. He just knew what all these pictures were. He
picked up the information somewhere and organized it. I think kids like Adam are like sponges, picking
everything up and making sense of it in their own way, despite the fact that we don’t always think so.

Language and comprehension is like art. We don’t necessarily acquire it the way Penelope Leach and Dr. Spock
insist young children do, and we cannot be certain of how it is experienced and acquired, except that it does
seem to be experienced on many sensory levels. We can make assumptions by how a person communicates,
through different forms of expression. Like art, language acquisition, although widely studied, is largely
ineffable; so vast that we will never know enough.
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Lists, and obsessive interests like purported autistic collectors and artists like Joseph Cornell and Gregory

Blackstock added fuel to my existing interest in not just letters, but the lists they can
become. These are the way we organize information and make sense of them — the child who lines up the
trains, the objects, perhaps,the artist who draws cities in perfect detail from memory, or the child who builds
their knowledge like intricate networks of scaffolded knowledge. These are the ways we make sense and order
of things.

Umberto Eco, art historian and novelist, by virtue of his profession, is interested in form, structure and order. As
a curator of art, I too understand the art of catalogue. I enjoyed working in a library for part of my university
career for this very reason. I loved the smell and feel of card catalogues in and of themselves. I understand the
way curators and librarians collect things and how important it is — these libraries of human thought. In his
book, The Infinity of Lists, Eco made me think about how I think Adam acquires language — like the curator —
filing and cataloguing and even enjoying every sensory aspect like the musty smell of the card catalogue. How
we take for granted the sheer art form of it.

 

To finish this post, I’ll leave the idea hanging for now. Just enjoy this. It’s something Adam found,
actually:
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But since we have digressed abundantly,
Turn back thine eyes forthwith to the right path,
So that the way be shortened with time.

This nature doth so multiply itself
In numbers, that there never yet was speech
Nor mortal fancy that can go so far.

And if thou notest that which is revealed
By Daniel, thou wilt see that in his thousands
Number determinate is kept concealed.

This primal light, that all irradiates it,
By modes as many is received therein,
As are the splendours wherewith it is mated.

Hence, inasmuch as on the act of the conceptive
The affection followeth, of love the sweetness
Therein diversely fervid is or tepid.

The height behold now and the amplitude
Or the eternal power, since it hath made
Itself so many mirrors, where ’tis broken

One in itself remaining as before.

— Excerpt from Dante’s The Divine Comedy, from Paradise, Canto XXIX, VV, 126-45.
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The Inferno

Filed Under (Safety) by Estee on 04-03-2011

I haven’t written because I’m having nightmares. Last Sunday, the house I built with Adam’s dad (it took us
from start to finish maybe three years and a bit) went ablaze. It’s completely ruined. The outer structure looks
fine but the inferno shot flames twelve feet out of the garage. The entire inside is charred and burned.

I was the first to get the call. My neighbour/friend called me in trying to reach my ex, “Es, there’s twelve foot
flames coming out of your garage!” she panicked in her othewise cheerful South African accent. I told her to
hold on as I frantically tried to contact Adam’s dad who was in the air enroute home. I fumbled with my cell
phone calling every number I could think of, and the people who might know where he was — my voice was
urgent. Adam quieted as he could see something was wrong.

“You should see it, man! There are firetrucks and police cars everywhere. There’s so much smoke you cannot
even see down the street,” said my friend when I called her back. She sounded out of breath and I noticed that
my hands began to shake. I learned in the meantime that Adam’s dad would land with devastating messages on
his Blackberry.

I could not go to the house right away. I knew it was being looked after. I could not go to the house where I
moved my toddler-Adam into, now completely ruined. I went later after I gathered my thoughts and courage.

All I can think of since that time are the what-ifs — that stuff people tell you NOT to think about because thank
God no one was in the house and everyone is safe, bit. It’s just a thing, some say. It can be replaced. While all of
that is absolutely true, I do know that this new house Adam and I moved into rebuilt me. I know intimately, the
value of space — how we shape it and it shapes us. I put every bit of my energy and spirit here to start our new
lives…and it’s lovely, I have to admit. Adam feels at home here and we two cheerfully snuggle lots on our
comfy couch.

Adam felt at home there, too. Adam’s dad and I have managed to keep his routines and environments as
consistent as possible. So, we decided not to tell Adam about the fire or take him near the house. It’s not
necessary to expose him to such tragedy when environments are so important to him and when he might fret
over a disaster over and over like a bad commercial jingle we can’t get out of our heads. Thankfully, he is used
to his dad’s parent’s house where they can stay when they are together. In the meantime, as his dad figures out
what comes next, we can prepare Adam for his next move.

That’s the practical side of me. There’s that scared sick side, the what if side that is giving me nightmares, and
yes, a grateful side that we are content in our new home, and that everyone is safe. It was a a disaster indeed, but
a tragedy averted. It has opened my eyes — yet again — to the fragility of everything.
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Learning Spaces

Filed Under (Inclusion) by Estee on 28-02-2011

When we have that right space, that corner, whatever it is that we can claim for ourselves, we can loosen up, be
creative and explore. It’s the same for children. The world is different. Therefore, learning should be different,
and it is certain that all children learn in a variety of ways.

As I did a little google search in looking into how I might design an art studio in my home for Adam I began to
think about how we design our schools to assist with learning differences. How can space foster creativity?
When I watched this video of Odrup School in Denmark, it struck me how cluttered our current school
environments are, and how limited they are in terms of letting our kids physically move throughtout the day. We
still expect that learning can only happen while sitting compliantly at a desk.

Uncluttered environments, and ones that allow for sensory exploration, better enable our autistic kids to thrive
and contribute as autistic people — not only would they get the sensory input they need in order to be settled,
but project-based learning can be more expansive. “Coping” with autistic children and learning go far beyond
the autistic person him/herself, and we might look at how we set our children up for failure as the culprit rather
than for success. We don’t usually consider these options because it is sometimes easier not to change our
ways.This is a systemic issue that speaks to how we believe learning ought to happen based on what we used to
do.

What if you could make art out of a math project? In art history, (a course in Piero Della Francesca to be
precise), I had to make geometric models of his paintings. Math is a challenge for me, but the project taught me
more about math and persepctive than I ever learned while sitting in high school. Do we also not value
collaboration? What if we enabled autistic people to work in more collaborative environments? Right, we say
they don’t have the “social skills” to be able to do so. But wait. When Adam hears his peers answering
questions, he is more apt to answer. He works harder when he sits with his peers in a circle. Sure, everyone
needs to also learn to work alone, but it’s a piece of the process. Adam takes a lot of pride with his peers and
teachers when he does well.

Ordrup SchoolOrdrup School
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If we value these things and understand their importance on one level, then why do we seem to think that sitting
at a table for forty hours a week is the ultimate way to teach an autistic person? Why do we consider that
necessary or even fair? We talk often about how autistic people learn, and in so doing we have to talk about the
environments that people best thrive in. Our space is yet another important tool for learning and it reflects what
we believe about it, about people, and most of all, if we truly value and want to foster an inclusive society.
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Bosch Junior

Filed Under (Adam, Art, Autism and Learning) by Estee on 26-02-2011

Adam brought home a large scale drawing he made with his teacher — about 3×3 feet. He loves animals and
started drawing them. Then he starting adding features. He shared the coloured pens, asking his teacher to draw
things, using all his own languge, and adding different characteristics.
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In this massive drawing, for instance, is an icecream butterfly, a snake dragon with zebra stripes (again, I’m
using the language he uses as he is talking more all the time now), a dragon horse, a zebra pig, a strawberry cat,
a cookie elephant and lots lots more.

I am loving this — marveling at the picture and how Adam made his imaginary world come to life and how,
perhaps, he might be experimenting with ideas. Now, I’m thinking of Adam as my little Hieronimus Bosch…
junior.

Ah, that wonderful autie mind!
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The “Severely Autistic” Go To College

Filed Under (Acceptance, Activism, Autism and Learning, Inclusion) by Estee on 25-02-
2011

Ralph James Savarese, Professor of English at Grinnell College and author of Reasonable People: A Memoir of
Autism and Adoption, writes The Silver Trumpet of Freedom in The Huffington Post. It’s about his autistic son
D.J. and how he communicates by typing. D.J., featured several years ago on CNN, is a non verbal autistic
individual, and an autistic self advocate. D.J. is now in College and of this Ralph writes:

Pitting his fear of an oppressive neurotypical culture, which as a rule continues to exclude people with
autism and to prevent them from realizing their potential, against his belief in the power of words to
combat prejudice and to change society, he decided to apply to a range of highly selective liberal arts
colleges. Although he had made a place for himself in our small, rural community, he had his doubts
about the wider world.
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The fact remains: very few people whom the medical community would describe as “severely autistic”
matriculate to college. By some estimates, only 20 nonspeaking people with autism have ever earned a
college degree. Tito Mukhopadhyay, author of three books and perhaps the world’s most renowned
nonspeaking autist, puts it this way: “My school is the doubt in your eyes.”

We know of non verbal “severely” autistic people who have been or are currently attending colleges and
universities. If they haven’t done that, they’ve written insightful books on autism, are important researchers in
the field of autism, and lend perspective about themselves and the human condition. Their contributions are
evolving our view of how autistic people and those with other disabilities are viewed. The goal? An
understanding of what it means to be accommodated in order to be able to contribute and to be accepted.

Although I click my heels (there’s no place like home) with glee everytime I read one of these articles that raise
the bar higher, I have to recall the recent story in my hometown of Toronto where Ashif Jaffer, a student with
Down syndrome, was forced to withdraw from York University because he required assistance. It’s an
interesting story and one to keep an eye on because many autistic individuals require assistance and
accommodation to attend colleges and universities. Also, many are asked to leave precisely for this reason.
There is little understanding of why an autistic individual is often dependent, in various degrees, and perhaps too
much value placed on the myth of independence — at least the value of it. With new technologies, I see autistic
individuals better able to respond and contribute to our university programs, but our institutions of higher
education are not quite prepared, and still lack understanding of what assistance means for the disabled to be
able to participate as they are in our society.

Huh. As I write, this thought lept into my mind: the typewriter was originally invented for the blind. As a result
of this accommodation, I too have benefited.

Onward ho!
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What Ritalin Told Me (So Far)

Filed Under (Acceptance, Autism and Learning, Pharma) by Estee on 23-02-2011

Adam went on a short trial of Ritalin last week, not for autism but for the ADHD he now apparently “has.”
Please, I’m not trying to be cynical. I just believe in a healthy dose of skepticism for the sake of getting things
right for my son. There are many of you with a lot more experience with medications, and I value the input you
have given me on my Facebook page.

When Adam turned thirteen months of age, he didn’t walk, he just started running. Now, Adam has to sit at a
desk and concentrate. Yes, like so many other families with hyperactive kids, we decided to give this a try. Yes,
like so many other families, particularly ones with autistic family members in them, I’m not entirely happy to
put Adam on anything and wish he could have more sensory breaks in his day as part of his accommodation.
And yes, I’m taking my personal bias out of this because I’m trying to find the best options for Adam. I mean,
what if Ritalin, or something like this helps him learn because he can focus more, right? At least that’s the logic
that I’ve been hearing, and it sounds reasonable.
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It was an extremely interesting trial, and it’s not over. We have debated for years what consitutes a “high or low
functioning” autistic person. So often, kids with lots of “behaviours” and non verbal learning disabilities are
deemed “mentally retarded.” For proof, take a look at this chart I found today which describes someone who is
classically autistic and non verbal as likely retarded or severely delayed:

Many people have delays. I don’t think that that’s the real issue.

Adam is distractable. He is given very junior work at school because he has trouble responding in typical ways.
Until he does, he is held back. It seems reasonable on the one hand — generally teachers do not want to go to
fast or assume a child understands or comprehends if they cannot respond fluidly. I’m not blaming the teachers. I
can see the logic in teaching a child how to respond and trying to figure out what the child actually
comprehends. On the other hand, what if a child does and s/he cannot type fast yet, or is so distractable that it’s
difficult to know what they comprehend? Ah, the rub of teaching the intelligent non verbal autistic person. (Yes,
the ones we have also called mentally retarded and low functioning…but I must be fair… there are more people
who get that Adam is a very bright little boy too).

The Ritalin was proof for me about what Adam understands — you can’t learn what he knows in the two days
he was on it. It confirmed what I knew all along. He could listen to many instructions, complete tasks, do things
I’ve never seen him do before so quickly. And yet. His legs couldn’t stop moving. He seemed agitated. His smile
disappeared. He did not want anyone to touch him.

I’ve always thought that Adam was classically autistic. I’ve always known that he understands me, can
comprehend so much, and knows how to do so many things. He naturally learns in his enivornment and yet, his
disability makes it so difficult for him to focus and respond. Still, he can respond and learn and it appears (to us)
like a slower process. He needs to complete tasks and work ten to fifteen minutes at a time. For the work he is
really into, he can concentrate for long periods of time (hmmm…usually those are called obsessive interests or
preserverations. His would be animals, planets…)

What price do autistic people have to pay? I think so much…more than we would expect of typical children,
although we medicate them too. I’m sorry to say that one drug has had to confirm that my autistic son is
intelligent and has so much ability. He has a disability that we are still learning to work with, educate and
accommodate, yet our kids are part of a generation of trial and error. Sure, we might be a little farther ahead than
the previous generation of autistics but I’m not so sure, either.

I do not want to make Adam into a zombie-robot. That’s what I saw (granted it was only a two-day trial and I’ll
have more to say as we garner more experience). I’m interested to learn and discover of how to accommodate
Adam without taking away his innate joy, smile, and HIS desire to connect with other people. I’m also not
certain what part of the autistic learning process it may also be suppressing. Since we don’t value the way
autistic people learn naturally, I have to question this too.

I think we should all be asking a helluva a lot more questions. I’m trying to find the right questions to ask.

http://www.esteeklar.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/40708_web2_23_aspergerf.jpg


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 19/27

Digg this post
Recommend on Facebook
share via Reddit
Tweet about it
Tell a friend

7 Comments
Read More

A Correction for the Today’s Parent Article

Filed Under (Acceptance) by Estee on 16-02-2011

I was featured in the March 2011 issue of Today’s Parent. The interviewer was gracious and overall, felt it was
an interesting article. It focussed a lot on me, and I hope it conveyed the work that I believe is not about me, but
about all of our children.

Also, it is typical in story-telling and in journalism to use tension. The tension is real, yet I feel a need to clarify
it.

First, I never set out to “piss people off.” The name of the exhibition and lecture series was titled The Joy of
Autism: Redefining Ability and Quality of Life. The full title was omitted from the article. The lecture series
featured Susan Senator, Michelle Dawson, Dr. Laurent Mottron, Dr. Morton Ann Gernsbacher, Phil Schwartz,
Valerie Paradiz and Elijah Wapner, Dr. Nehama Baum and Ellen Yack. The exhibition featured Jonathan
Lerman, Larry Bissonnette, Barbara Moran (this was corrected with editorial staff but was not corrected in the
article), Michael Moon and Brian Henson — yes, all autistic artists and present at the opening. Also exhibitied
were artists from the MukiBaum Centre. It was a week-long event and the second exhibition itself ran for a full
month, garnering a lot of media attention.

The first exhibition of Jonathan Lerman was the catalyst for this second event — so there were two events in
2005 and 2006.

The intention was to provoke people — to nudge others out of a long-standing complascent idea and portrayal of
autistic people as a burden on society, incapable, and worthless as they are, unless they are “fixed.” Society has
never looked at itself for its views of disabled people. As a result, disabled people have been subjugated to unfair
and inhumane treatments in the name of “normalizing them.”

With solely negative media portrayals, and I saw (and I was not alone — there are many other voices out there
who speak the same) clearly how this would adversely effect all facets of support and funding for autistic people
in Canada and throughout North America. I saw no sense in the idea that portray autistic individuals as valuable
members of our society would take away services. In fact, as valuable and equal members, the idea served to
speed things up in a way that would benefit autistic individuals to contribute as they are. Instead in Canada, we
were promoting this idea that ABA would make autistic kids “indistinguishable” from their peers, and normalize
them. This sounded like a good investment: get the kids back on track and then the government won’t have to
support them past the age of 21.

The consequence of a positive portrayal, which did not at all exclude the real challenges of autism in our society,
was that it “pissed [some] people off,” namely, those people were those intent on portraying autism as a fate
worse than cancer in order to garner financial government support for services. At that time, this was a group of
ABA advocates in Canada and subsequent to the Auton trial. Autistic children were called “nightmares,” and
“burdens.” These kind of descriptions did not match how I felt, and still feel, about Adam.

What was also ommitted from the Today’s Parent article was that the exhibition and event received so much
support from people who wanted and needed this kind of event, and there were so many positive articles written
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around the world about it. So, it didn’t just “piss people off.” It showed what autistic people could do with
support. It showed what types of accommodation were needed to be supported by our communities in order that
autistic people be successful in society as they are. The proof of such support is the thousands of subscribers to
The Autism Acceptance Project website, which I haven’t been keeping up as much due to the events described
in that article.

As such, it is still sad for me to think that others must be so political when we share the same experiences; our
children are so similar. When others go out to name call those of us only wanting better services and acceptance
of our children in an Inclusive society, it should make us all question one’s motives. True, there are people who
don’t like disability. Think, Latimer. There are blogs called “Hating Autism” (it is down now but I recently came
across another blog, not worth linking so if you are interested go find it called “I Hate Autism and Retards”).
There is lots of prejudice and name-calling of those who have real difficulty and are “different.” This is the
prejudice that endangers our families and our children, and in my opinion, all of human kind. The proof is there
when one site also documented the murders of autistic children by their parents. There was a monthly body
count. I used to have a link to that site, but here is another one at neurodiversity.com.I’m used to this approach
and portrayal. The National Post once gave my ex husband and I a forum through which to clarify my position.
It is called Accepting Autism and I am posting it again for the same reason I did back then.

There’s been a lot of great press too. In 2010, The Autism Acceptance Project was listed in Oprah Magazine as
one (#69 to be exact) of The Top 100 Things That Are Getting Better.

Let’s hope so.

If you are interested in seeing some of that event, please visit www.taaproject.com (The Autism Acceptance
Project).

Digg this post
Recommend on Facebook
share via Reddit
Tweet about it
Tell a friend

4 Comments
Read More
« Older Entries
Newer Entries »

Search:  

http://http//www.neurodiversity.com/murder.html
http://http//joyofautism1.blogspot.com/2006/10/accepting-autism.html
http://http//www.oprah.com/spirit/100-Things-That-Are-Getting-Better
http://www.taaproject.com/
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.esteeklar.com%2F2011%2F02%2F16%2Fa-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article%2F&title=A+Correction+for+the+Today%26%238217%3Bs+Parent+Article&bodytext=I+was+featured+in+the+March+2011+issue+of+Today%27s+Parent.+The+interviewer+was+gracious+and+overall%2C+felt+it+was+an+interesting+article.+It+focussed+a+lot+on+me%2C+and+I+hope+it+conveyed+the+work+that+I+believe+is+not+about+me%2C+but+about+all+of+our+children.+%0D%0A%0D%0AAlso%2C+it+is+typical+in+story-telling+and+in+journalism+to+us
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.esteeklar.com%2F2011%2F02%2F16%2Fa-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article%2F&t=A+Correction+for+the+Today%26%238217%3Bs+Parent+Article
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.esteeklar.com%2F2011%2F02%2F16%2Fa-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article%2F&title=A+Correction+for+the+Today%26%238217%3Bs+Parent+Article
http://twitter.com/home/?status=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.esteeklar.com%2F2011%2F02%2F16%2Fa-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article%2F
mailto:?subject=Est%C3%A9e%20Klar%20:%20A%20Correction%20for%20the%20Today%E2%80%99s%20Parent%20Article&body=here%20is%20a%20link%20to%20a%20site%20I%20really%20like.%20%20%20http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/02/16/a-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/02/16/a-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article/#comments
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/02/16/a-correction-for-the-todays-parent-article/
http://www.esteeklar.com/page/15/
http://www.esteeklar.com/page/13/
http://www.esteeklar.com/media/the-taap-video/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8w0x3vkkyKs&feature=channel


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 21/27

About Me

ESTÉE KLAR 

I’m a PhD candidate at York University, Critical Disability Studies, with a multi-disciplinary
background in the arts as a curator and writer. I am the Founder of The Autism Acceptance Project
(www.taaproject.com), and an enamoured mother of my only son who lives with the autism label. I
like to write about our journey, critical issues regarding autism in the area of human rights, law,
and social justice, as well as reflexive practices in (auto)ethnographic writing about autism.

Categories

ABA
Ableism
Abuse
Academia
Acceptance
Accessibility
Activism
Adam
Advocacy
Aides and Assistants
Anxiety
Art
autism
Autism and Employment
Autism and Intelligence
Autism and Learning
Autism and The Media
Autism and Vaccines
Autism History
Autism Spectrum and Diagnosis
Autism Theories
Autistic Self Advocacy

http://www.esteeklar.com/media/positively-autistic-clip-1/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyL-RnYjKWU&feature=channel_page
http://www.taaproject.com/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/aba/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/ableism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/abuse/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/academia/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/acceptance/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/accessibility/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/activism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/adam/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/aides-and-assistants/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/anxiety/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/art/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-intelligence/autism-and-employment/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-intelligence/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-learning/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-the-media/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-vaccines/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-history/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-intelligence/autism-spectrum-and-diagnosis/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/autism-theories/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autistic-self-advocacy/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 22/27

Behaviours
Book Reviews
Books
Capital
Celebrity Advocacy
Charity
Children's Literature
Communication
Community
Computing/iPad
Contributions to Society
Creative Non Fiction
Critical Disability Studies
Critical Disability Theory
Development
Disability Finances/Benefits
Disability History
Discrimination
Diversity
DSM V
Education
Employment
Estee
Ethics
Eugenics
EVENTS
Family
Film
Friendship
Government Services
Holidays
Human Rights
Humour
Identity
Inclusion
Inspiration
Institutionalization
Institutions
Intelligence
Joy
Language
Law
Living
Love
Media
Medications
Movement Difference
Movement Disturbance
NEugenics
Newgenics
Obsessions
Organizations/Events
Parenting
Pharma

http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/behaviours/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/critical-disability-studies/book-reviews/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/books/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/capital/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/celebrity-advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/charity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/childrens-literature/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/communication/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/community/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/computingipad/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/contributions-to-society/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/my-creative-non-fiction/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/critical-disability-studies/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/critical-disability-theory/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/development/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/disability-financesbenefits/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/disability-history/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/discrimination/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/diversity-2/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/dsm-v/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/education/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/employment/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/estee/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/ethics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/eugenics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/events/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/family/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/film/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/friendship/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/government-services/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/holidays/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/human-rights/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/humour/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/identity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/inclusion/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/acceptance/inspiration/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/institutionalization/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/institutions/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/intelligence/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/joy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/language/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/law/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/living/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/love/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/media/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/medications/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/movement-difference/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/movement-disturbance/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/neugenics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/newgenics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/obsessions/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/organizationsevents/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/parenting/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/pharma/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 23/27

Pity
Play
Poetry
Policy
Politics
Research
Safety
school
Science
seizures
Sensory Differences
Single Parenthood
Sleep
Spectrumism
Synesthesia
Technology
The Autism Acceptance Project
The Autism Genome Project
The Economy of Pity
The Joy Of Autism
Tics
To Get To The Other Side
Transitions
Travel
Uncategorized
Universal Design
Wandering
Websites
What is Disability?
Writing

Archives

February 2017
April 2016
July 2015
April 2015
February 2015
January 2015
December 2014
November 2014
October 2014
September 2014
July 2014
June 2014
April 2014
March 2014
January 2014
December 2013
November 2013
October 2013
September 2013
August 2013

http://www.esteeklar.com/category/pity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/play/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/poetry/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/policy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/politics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/research/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/safety/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/school/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/science/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/seizures/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/sensory-differences/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/single-parenthood/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/sleep/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/spectrumism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/synesthesia/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/technology/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-autism-acceptance-project/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-autism-genome-project/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-economy-of-pity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/the-joy-of-autism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/tics/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/to-get-to-the-other-side/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/transitions/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/travel/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/uncategorized/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/universal-design/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism/wandering/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/autism-and-the-media/websites/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/what-is-disability/
http://www.esteeklar.com/category/writing/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2017/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2016/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2015/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2014/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/08/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 24/27

July 2013
June 2013
May 2013
April 2013
March 2013
February 2013
January 2013
December 2012
November 2012
October 2012
September 2012
August 2012
July 2012
June 2012
May 2012
April 2012
March 2012
February 2012
January 2012
December 2011
November 2011
September 2011
August 2011
July 2011
June 2011
May 2011
April 2011
March 2011
February 2011
January 2011
December 2010
November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010
June 2010
May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
February 2010
January 2010
December 2009
November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
April 2009
March 2009
February 2009
January 2009

http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2013/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2012/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2011/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2010/01/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/09/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/08/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/07/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/06/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/05/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/04/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/03/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/02/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2009/01/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 25/27

December 2008
November 2008
October 2008

Tags

(Dis) abilities Adam Anxiety Asperger Square 8 autism Autism and Employment autism research Autism Websites Autistic Self
Advocacy Behaviours Communication diversity Inclusion Joy Law personhood Policy school
The Autism Genome Project

Blog Tools

Log in
Entries RSS
Comments RSS
WordPress.org

          

Podcast

      Autism Podcast

Blog Archive

The Joy of Autism:
because finding joy doesn't come without struggle; 
because the point is to find it; 
because if an autistic person calls autism their way of being, not an illness, then it is; 
because every human has value and is a joy; 
because despite inhumane acts, I believe in humanity; 
but most of all, because of my son Adam.

http://www.esteeklar.com/2008/12/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2008/11/
http://www.esteeklar.com/2008/10/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/dis-abilities/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/adam/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/anxiety/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/asperger-square-8/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism-and-employment/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism-research/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autism-websites/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/autistic-self-advocacy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/behaviours/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/communication/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/diversity/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/inclusion/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/joy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/law/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/personhood/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/policy/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/school/
http://www.esteeklar.com/tag/the-autism-genome-project/
http://www.esteeklar.com/wp-login.php
http://www.esteeklar.com/feed/
http://www.esteeklar.com/comments/feed/
https://wordpress.org/
http://autismpodcast.blogspot.com/2007/02/episode-55-estee-klar-wolfond-of-autism.html


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 26/27

      

Contributing Blogger

      dsq parent and sibling roundtable

           

           

           

NetworkedBlogs
Blog:
The Joy of Autism 2
Topics:
autism, acceptance,
critical disability
studies
 

Join my network

          
          Medical Assistant Schools 

           

50 Learning Disability Blogs    

          TapToTalk 

http://www.esteeklar.com/files/The_Joy_of_Autism.pdf
http://dsqparents.blogspot.com/?zx=b995ea889934a033
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=516086217&ref=profile
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=4991514843
http://wwww.twitter.com/EsteeKlar
http://www.facebook.com/apps/application.php?id=9953271133
http://www.networkedblogs.com/blog/the_joy_of_autism_2/
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/autism
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/acceptance
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/critical+disability+studies
http://www.networkedblogs.com/blog/the_joy_of_autism_2/?ahash=58d39b6834fb5a789d9d4c32b6493ad6
http://www.topblogs.ca/index.php?a=search&q=Estee+Klar
http://www.topblogs.ca/index.php?method=pv&cat=&start=476
http://www.zencollegelife.com/50-best-learning-disability-blogs/
http://www.taptotalk.com/


6/26/2019 Estée Klar Estée Klar - Page 14 of 32 - My autistic son and I explore issues and meanings of autism in our lives

www.esteeklar.com/page/14/ 27/27

           

           

           

           

          

Website Design by AskGraphics.com | Business Web Hosting | Best website Hosting | beer
© All Rights Reserved. Estée Klar
 

Copyright 2019 © Estée Klar. All Rights Reserved. Web Design By: Insight Design & Commnunications. 
Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS).

 

http://www.autism-hub.co.uk/index.php
http://www.taaproject.com/
http://www.autism-hub.co.uk/autism-speaks-dont-speak-for-me/index.php
http://www.therword.org/
http://www.esteeklar.com/feed/
http://www.copyscape.com/plagiarism-detection/
http://www.askgraphics.com/
http://www.businesshostingsearch.com/
http://www.bestwebsitehosting.com/
http://www.worldbeerdirectory.com/
http://www.esteeklar.com/
http://www.insightdesign.ca/
http://www.esteeklar.com/feed/
http://www.esteeklar.com/comments/feed/

